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XXX.—On some new or rare Palearctic Birds. By Dr. M. 
Menzsıer, Professor in the University of Moscow. 


(Plate IX.) 


l cive herewith the deseriptions of some new and a few 
notes on some little-known Palearctic birds, based upon the 
specimens preserved in the late Mr. Severtzow’s and my own 
ornithological collections. 


THARRHALEUS PALLIDUS, sp. nov. (Plate IX.) 

Th. pallidus : supra brunnescens, subtus flavescens, gula et 
pectore brunneo variegatis. 

Dimensions. $: wing 75 millim., tail 68, bill 12, tarsus 19. 

Description. Legs and feet flesh-coloured; bill brown, 
paler on the lower mandible and at the base. Plumage 
above earth-brown, under surface of the body whitish yellow. 
The head, back, and scapulars pale earth-brown, each feather 
earth-brown broadly margined with ochreous; wing-coverts 
brown, margined with whitish, the greater broadly margined 
with ochreous on the outer webs and with whitish on the 
tips; upper tail-coverts more uniformly pale brown. Lores 
and ear-coverts brownish; chin brownish, each feather brown 
margined with whitish; throat, breast, abdomen, and under 
tail-coverts whitish yellow, with brown on the throat and 
breast, each feather of the last mentioned parts being brown 
on the basal half; flanks brownish, each feather with a 
browner shaft-stripe. Wing and tail-feathers brown mar- 
gined with ochreous. 

There can be no doubt that in the more worn plumage 
this species would have more dusky and uniformly coloured 
chin, throat, and breast. 

The young bird (in the first plumage) is similar to the 
adult in the shades of its colour, but has the brown on both 
the upper and under surfaces of the body more intense. 

Two specimens of this new Tharrhaleus were obtained by 
Mr. Severtzow’s collector in North-western Mongolia, near 
Khobdo. The bird probably breeds in the branches of the 
Altai Mountains, and winters in the plains of Mongolia. 
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TROCHALOPTERON PRJEVALSKIT, Sp. NOV, 
Trochalopteron ellioti, Prjev. “ Mongolia and the Tangut 

Country” (in Russ.), p. 66 (1876). 

Troch. ellioti similis, sed major, rostro validiore, colore toto 
brunneo-grisescente, capite pallidiore, alarum colore 
cinerascente nec ferrugineo predominante, rectricibus 
duabus mediauis cinereis, albo terminatis. 


Dimensions. &: wing 103 millim., tail 130, bill 9, tarsus 
35; 2: wing 98, tail 125, bill 9, tarsus 33. 

Description. Legs and feet flesh-coloured; bill black. 
Plumage above greyish brown, under surface of the body 
clear brown. The top and back of the head and back of the 
neck whitish brown; upper back, scapulars, and wing-coverts 
greyish brown, each feather of the back and scapulars tipped 
on a brown ground with whitish; lower back and upper tail- 
coverts brownish grey. Lores dark brown; ear-coverts 
brown. Sides of the neck, chin, and throat clear brown 
each feather margined on the top with greyish white; breast 
reddish brown, flanks greyish brown, abdomen rufous, under 
tail-coverts ferruginous. Quills brownish black, with a fer- 
ruginous patch on the basal half of the outer webs; primaries 
conspicuously margined on the outer webs with bluish 
grey, secondaries and tertiaries gradually passing into slaty 
grey. Tail slaty brown, each feather broadly tipped with 
white; two middle tail-feathers slaty grey throughout their 
length, the other washed with ferruginous on the basal half 
of the outer webs, two exterior excepted. 

Female similar to the male (specimens in our collections in 
rather worn plumage). 

This species was discovered by General Prjevalsky in the 
mountains of Kan-sou, and I am pleased to propose its 
specific name in honour of the famous traveller. My 
description is based upon the two specimens from Gen. 
Prjevalsky’s collection (g 2) obtained in May in Kan- 
sou, aud now preserved in Mr. Severtzow’s ornithological 
collection. Two typical specimens of Trochalopteron ellioti, 
obtained by Père David, are before us for a comparison with 
its nearest ally. 
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GECINUS ZARUDNOI, Sp. NOV. 

In the Bull. des Nat. de Moscou, 1886, No. 2, I published 
a description of a new species of Woodpecker, Gecinus flavi- 
rostris, received from my friend Mr. Zarudnoi. Since that 
notice was issued I have received the typical specimens of 
this interesting bird and find that it is a near ally of 
G. squamatus of the Himalayas, of whieh a specimen is 
before me for comparison. Now, after receiving ‘The Ibis’ 
for January 1887, I find that our bird has becn also described 
by Mr. Hargitt under the name G. gorü. Without doubt 
the last name must be considered a synonym, the specific name 
proposed for this bird by Mr. Zarudnoi having a priority of 
some months. But unfortunately the specific name G. 
flavirostris cannot stand for Zarudnoi’s Woodpecker, this 
name having been previously given to another Woodpecker 
(G. flavirostris, Verr., from Khukhu-nor). I therefore 
propose that Zarudnoi’s Woodpecker should be known as 
G. zarudnoi, that gentleman having bcen the first to publish 
this Afghan species as new to science*. 

It is seldom that the history of a bird is so brilliant as in 
the case of this Afghan species, which is so fortunate as to 
have received three names in the course of four months. 


PHASIANUS PRINCIPALIS, Sclater. 

Two species of true Pheasants have been lately established 
as new to science—Ph. principalis, Sclater, from the Bala 
Murghab, Northern Afghanistan, and Ph. komarowi, Bgdn., 
from Aschabad. Since I received both the descrip- 
tions, I have had an opportunity of comparing the typical 
specimen of Ph. komarowi with birds from Bala Murghab, 
and after a careful comparison I find that they are the 
same. Ph. principalis having been established a month 
before Ph. komarowi, the latter name must become a syno- 
nym. The gcographical range of this Pheasant is as follows. 
It is very common tlıroughout the country about the rivers 
Murghab, Tedshent, and Dushak, also in the distriet of 
Kaakuk, and along the rivers running from the mountains 


* [Under these circumstances, in our opinion, Mr. Hargitt's name 
@. gorii should stand.— Epp. | 
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of Deregez and Keliat to the N, and N.E., while more to 
the west, in the country about the rivers Atrek, Chandyr, 
aud Sumbar, the beautiful Ph. persicus takes its place. 


TETRAO UROGALLUS, var. URALENSIS, subsp. nov. 

T. rogallo similis, sed ventriculo albo, 

This pretty race of the Capercailzie inhabits only the pine- 
and birch-woods in the country of the southern branches 
of the Ural. Its breeding-range is limited probably, on the 
west aud north, by the river Belaja, and on the north by the 
river Ui, In its habits the Bashkirian Capercailzie resembles 
the Black Grouse more than the typical Capercailzie. 


XXXI—A List of the Birds of Portugal. 
By WiLLram C. Tart, Oporto. ` 
{Continued from p. 201.] 


111. CyrseLus arus (Linn.). “ Pedreiro,” Oporto, Pena- 
fiel, Vianna, and Redondella, Galicia; “ Chiäo,” Oporto ; 
< Papalo, (Guincho 6° Gavino, Pemiel;, © Armio” 
« Andorinhäo,” Peniche; “ Zirro,” Val de Mendiz; “ Corta- 
vento,” Sta. Clara a Velha and Algarve ; “ Ferreiro,” Coim- 
bra Museum. 

The Swifts arrive at Oporto from the 6th to 15th of April, 
and the last take their departure about the 15th to 21st of 
September, the greater number having already gone by the 
end of August. At the seaside they remain later; at Lega 
de Palmeira, in 1883, I saw them almost daily until the 4th, 
and one as late as the 7th October. 

On the 9th September, 1881, I saw a Swift enter its nest 
under a tile of the roof of a shed of the Oporto custom- 
house, and on the 12th and 21st I saw one of these birds 
flying over my garden, probably one of the same pair. Its 
companions had been gone many days previously. On the 
16th of September, 1883, I saw a Swift visit its nest at Leca 
de Palmeira. It has been said that the migratory instinct is 
so strong that birds will leave their young when the usual 
time for migrating arrives, but in the above instances such 
was not the case. The maternal instinct is in fact so strong 
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